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BELVOIR  RURAL'  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

F.  J.  H.  MARTIN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health.  April,  1920. 


Mr.  Chairman,  my  Lord  Duke,  and  Gentlemen, 

I Leg  leave  to  present  you  with  the  Annual  Report 
for  the  Year  1919.  The  Ministry  of  Health  has  forwarded  a 
Memorandum  as  to  the  oontents  and  arrangement  of  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1919, 
and  I will  endeavour  to  follow  that  Memorandum  as  closely  as 
possible . 

1.  NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

la)  POPULATION : 

1911  (census)  - 3225. 

1919  (estimated)  - 3087. 

(b)  Physical  features  and  general  oharaoter  of  District , 

This  may  be  divided  into  two  portions  : an  upland  portion, 
with  a subsoil  of  limestone  and  gravel,  and  a flatter  portion, 
situated  in  the  vale,  with  a subsoil  of  clay.  The  upland 
portion  in  scmo  parts  stands  at  a considerable  elevation  above 
the  sea  level  and  comprises  the  villages  of  Harston,  Croxton, 
Knipton  and  Belvoir.  The  villages  situated  in  the  Vale  are, 
Muston,  Bottesford,  Redmile,  Barkestone,  and  Plungar. 

(o)  Occupation  of  Residents . -The  chief  occupations  are, 
farmers,  farm  labourers,  ironstone  workers,  those  engaged  in 
tree  felling,  and  in  railway  work.  There  are  numerous  shops 
in  the  different  villages,  and  in  Bottesford  a good  many  of 
the  residents  go  to  their  work  either  in  Nottingham  or 
Grantham. 
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(d)  VITAL  STATISTICS . 

Blrtli  Rate  ♦ -There  wet\©  60  "births  in  the  distriot,  31  males  and  29 
females,  and  for  calculating  the  "birth  rate,  the  Registrar  General 
gives  the  population  as  3250.  The  birth  rate  is  18.4  per  1,000, 
that  for  England  and  Wales  being  18.5. 

Death  Rate. -There  were  50  deaths  in  the  district,  26  males  and  24 
females,  and  for  calculating  the  death  rate  the  Registrar  General 
gives  the  population  as  3120.  The  Death  Rate  is  16.0  per  1,000, 
that  for  England  and  Wales  being  13.8. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate. -There  were  9 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year, 
giving  a rate  of  150  per  1,000  births,  as  compared  with  a rate  of  89 
for  England  and  Wales.  Of  these  9 deaths,  4 were  due  to  premature 
birth,  2 to  Convulsions,  1 to  Bronchial  Catarrah,  1 to  Pneumonia, 
and  1 to  Nephritis . 

The  Registrar  General  has  again  supplied  two  estimates  for 
the  population,  one  for  calculating  the  Birth  Rate,  and  another  for 
the  Death  Rate.  The  former  is  an  estimate  of  the  total  population 
based  on  the  assumption  that  the  ratio  between  the  total  and  civilian 
populations  is  the  same  in  the  Sanitary  areas  as  taken  in  England, 
and  Wales  as  a whole,  whilst  the  latter  is  the  estimated  civilian 
population  of  the  Sanitary  Districts  in  1919. 
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The  following  1 » a Table  of  the  Causes  of  Death. 


Males 

Influenza  2 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1 
Tuberculous  Meningitis  1 
Cancer  - Malignant  Disease  2 
Organic  Heart  Disease  3 
Bronchitis  1 
Pneumonia  ^ 


Nephritis  2 
Puerperal  Pover 

Congenital  Debility  1 
Violence,  apart  from  Suicide  1 
Other  defined  diseases  8 


Females , 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

9 


( e ) The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  for  19_19. - 

Number  of  recipients  (weekly  average)  11 

Removed  to  Union  2 

Removed  to  Asylum.  1 

(?)  Hospitals. -The  Hospitals  that  are  used  in  the  District 
for  general  purposes  are  at  Nottingham  (General,  Childrens,  and 
Eye  Infirmary),  Leicester,  the  Infirmary,  and  Grantham. 
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2.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  DISTRICT, 


fa)  Water. -I-Iarstori,  Croxton,  Knipton  and  Bolvoir  have  a good 
supply  of  spring  water,  free  from  pollution,  and  the  parishes  in 
the  Vale  are  supplied  with  shallow  wells,  being  more  shallow  in 
Bottesford  than  in  the  other  villages.  No  part  of  the  district  is 
supplied  from  Water  Works. 

(b)  Rivers. -The  River  Devon  runs  through  the  district. 

Beginning  at  the  Parish  of  Croxton,  it  receives  the  Croxton  sewerage 
after  it  has  passed  through  a niter  bed.  It  then  passes  through 
Knipton  and  receives  the  overflow  of  the  septic  filtorbeds  there; 
it  then  turns  to  Mast on,  about  8 or  9 miles  distant,  where  all  the 
drains  ultimately  enter  into  it.  After  that  it  passes  on  to 
Bottesford,  where  a few  more  drains  empty  into  it,  and  beyond  here 
it  Joins  the  River  Smite  and  eventually  Joins  the  River  Trent  near 
Newark. 

(o)  Drainage  .and  Sewerage . -At  Croxton  and  Knipton  the  sewage 
from  those  houses  with  water  closets  passes  to  the  filter  beds.  At 
Croxton  the  effluent  runs  into  a dyke,  and  after  2 miles  of  natural 
filtration,  enters  the  River  Devon  at  Knipton.  The  Knipton  effluent 
enters  the  river  direot . The  sewers  of  Muston  and  a small  pro- 
portion of  those  at  Bottesford  pass  directly  into  the  river.  At 
Bottesford  there  is  a main  sewer  which  follows  the  oourse  of  the 
Grantham  - Nottingham  road,  and  at  the  west  end  of  the  village  is 
open  and  runs  as  such  for  two  miles  to  the  boundary  of  the  district. 
The  solid  matter  is  removed  when  necessary,  and  the  main  sewer  is 
flushed  from  the  River  Devon  when  required. 
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(d)  Closet  Accomodation, -At  Croxton  mid  Knipton,  some  of  the 
bouses  have  water  closets,  and  the  sewage  goes  to  the  filter  "bed. 
The  houses  that  have  pan  closets  are  emptied  in  the  ordinary  way 
by  the  tenant. 

At  Harston,  they  have  mostly  pan  closets,  and  at  Eelvoir 
chiefly  water  olosets.  Must on,  Redmile,  Bark stone  and  Plungar  have 
principally  pan  olosets. 

At  Bottosford  they  are  chiefly  pan  closets,  but  several 
houses  have  water  closets,  which  drain  into  the  main  sewer. 

(q)  Scavenger. -There  is  none  in  the  district. 


(£)  Sanitary  Inspector1 s Report: 

Total  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  all  purposes  - 170 

11  " " Notices  Served  : Informal  30 

Statutory  _2  3° 

" 11  11  Summonses  Issued  - - Nil 

11  11  " Convictions  Obtained  - - Nil 


COMPLAINTS  : Total  Number  received  during  the  year  - - 13 


GENERAL  SANITARY  T70PK. 

Premises A houses,  etc:  No.  Inspected  14 

Pool . ditch % ..  gu tt er x No.  Inspected 

W?itercourse_:  Nuisances  abated  7 

Drain , drain-traps . etc : No.  Inspected  40 

Nuisances  abated  8 

Offensive  Accumulations:  No.  Inspected  0 

Nuisances  abated  3 
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QBNSRAL  SANITARY  WORK  * (Continued.) 
i 

No.  Inspected 

No.  cleansed,  limewashed,  ropaired  etc. 
No , condemned 
No  olo3ed 


Insanitary  Hous 
(P.H.A.  lgSH 


1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 


Slaughter  Houses: 


No.  in  district  & 

No,  of  Inspections  of  Premises  10 


inf eotious  Diseases  and 
Disinfection: 


water  Supply: 


No.  of  houses  af footed 
No.  of  houses  inspected 
Total  Number  of  Inspections  made  in 
this  connection 

Number  of  house  rooms  disinfeoted 
Number  of  Schoolrooms  disinfeoted 

Number  of  Samples  taken  for  analysis 


DftTRIIBS.  COWSHEDS.  & MIXItSHOPS  OILERS.  1665-1689. 


Have  Regulations  been  adopted  ? 

Has  a Veterinary  Inspootor  been  appointed  ? 

Number  of  Dairymen  etc.  (milk  sellers)  in  district 
Number  of  these  registered  (Order  of  18o5,  sec.  (1)  Ud 
Number  of  Inspections  of  their  premises 

Number  of  dairymen,  etc, (butter  and  cheesemakers)  ill  the 
distriot  (Order  of  1885.  sec,  6 (o)  (6) 

Number  of  Inspections  of  their  Premises 

Premises: 

Number  on  register 

Number  of  Inspections  made 

Number  of  Inspections  during  milking  tim9 

Number  of  Contraventions  of  the  Regulations  found 

Number  of  Premises  found  to  require: 

(a)  Cleansing,  etc.  . 

(M  Structural  or  sanitary  improvements,  (to 
include  want  of  impervious  paving  of 
yards,  and  cowshed  floors,  etc.) 

Number  of  these  requirements  (a.  and  b.)  carried  out 
water  Supply: 

Number  of  premises  deriving  water  supply  from  wells 


Yes 

No 

58 

58 

38 

1 

4 


58 

38 

5 

6 


6 

Nil 

6 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901 


Workshops: 


No.  on  register  (to  inoludo  Bakehouses) 


37 


Bakehouses  onlu: 


No.  on  register 


6 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 


What  arrangements  sure  in  operation  for  tho  disinfection  of: 


(a)  Rooms 

fb)  Articles  of  Clothing: 
(o)  Bedding 


Fumigation  and  Spraying 
Ditto 


Ditto 


What  fumigant  is  used  for  (a)  ? Formalin  and  Sulphur. 

After  fumigation t is  it  the  general) 

practice  to  thoroughly  cleanse  )Yes. 
and  strip  tho  wall  paper  ? ) 

Have  Building  ByeLaws  been  adopted  ) 

for  the  whole  district,  if  notT) Yes. 
for  what  (rural)  parishes  ? ) 

List  of  Parishes  where  Sections  of  ) 

the  P.  K,  A.  (A)  Act.  1890.  are)Nil. 


in  force . 


R.  J.  KETTLEBORCXJGH 


Inspector  of  Nuisances 
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(&)  Sohools. 


All  are  in  a good  sanitary  condition,  and  all  have  either 
a suitable  supply  of*  water  on  the  premises  or  an  available  supply 
within  easy  distance, 

I have  inspected  all  the  schools  in  your  district  twice 
during  the  year,  and  most  of  the  defects  pointed  out,  have  been 
remedied.  The  only  school  closed  during  1919  was  that  at  Redmile 
on  account  of  Diphtheria;  it  was  closed  on  December  11th  till  after 
the  Christmas  Holidays. 

3.  POOD. 


(a)  Milk. -The  supply  and  distribution  of  pure  wholesome  milk  in 
your  district  is  quite  satisfactory.  There  are  58  cowkeepers  in 
your  district.  Some  of  the  milk  is  sent  into  neighbouring  towns, 
some  used  locally,  and  the  rest  made  into  cheese.  There  is  one 
cheese  factory.  The  dairies  are  kept  clean.  The  cow-sheds  are 
whitewashed  regularly,  and  are  on  the  whole  kept  clean. 

(p)  Other  Poods, -Hoat  has  been  periodically  inspected  and 
found  good,  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  various  shops  is 
satisfactory.  A public  abattoir  has  not  been  established  in  the 
district.  All  the  slaughter  houses  are  owned  or  tenanted  by  private 
butchers,  and  are  kept  clean.  No  carcass  or  part  of  a carcass  has 
been  condemned,  for  tuberculosis. 
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4.  PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


During  the  year  1S19,  forty  one  oases  of  Infectious 
Disease  were  notified  as  follows 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum  3 

Tuberoular  Meningitis  2 

Phthisis  3 

Pneumonia  4 

Chicken  Pox  2 

Diphtheria  19 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

Malaria  2 

Measles  & German  Measles  5 
There  was  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  in  Redmilo,  which 
began  in  August  and  went  on  till  the  end  of  the  year.  It  was,  in 
my  opinion,  imported  into  the  village,  and  was  spread  at  first  by 
carelessness.  There  were  19  oases,  of  which  13  went  to  the  Hospital, 
anti-toxin  was  used  in  the  treatment.  I have  recently  written  you  a 
special  report  on  this  opidemio.  Influenza  of  a severe  type  was 
also  prevalent  in  your  district  during  January  and  February,  1919. 

The  two  oases  of  malaria  reported  both  occurred  in  discharged 
soldiers,  who  suffered  from  the  complaint  whilst  on  active  service. 


(a)  Tuberoolosis . 

Two  oases  of  meningitis  were  notified,  and  both  ended 
fatally.  Three  cases  of  Phthisis  were  notified,  and  two  of  them 
occurred  in  discharged  soldiers.  One  ended  fatally  and  the  other  has 
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been  under  home  treatment  most  of  the  time.  Cases  of  Tuberculosis 
in  your  distriot  are  treated  (1)  at  a sanatorium,  (2)  receive 
Dispensary  treatment,  (3)  Home  treatment.  There  are  Health 
Visitors  who  visit  the  homes  and  report  on  same,  and  give  general 
rules  as  to  mode  of  life  for  the  patient. 

(b)  Smallpox. 

No  oase  occurred  in  the  distriot. 

5 . SANITARY  ADMINI  STRATI  ON . 

The  Staff  oonsists  of  the  Medioal  Officer  of  Health  and 
the  Sanitary  Inspeotor.  The  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  in 
your  district  is  situated  at  Melton  Mowbray,  and  13  oases  were 
admitted  from  your  distriot  during  the  year  1919, 

6.  HOUSING. 

(1)  General  Housing  Conditions  ip  the  Distriot. 

Like  most  other  parts  of  the  country,  more  bouses  are 
required;  32  is  the  estimated  number,  of  whioh  10  are  to  replaoe 
houses  that  are  regarded  as  unfit,  and  10  to  meet  the  unsatisfied 
demand.  The  distribution  of  the  new  houses  is  to  be  as  follows:- 


Bottosford  8 
Croxton  8 
Redmile  6 
Muston  4 
Knipton  2 
Barke stone  2 
Plungar  2 
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The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  is  about 
850,  of  which  500'  are  occupied  by  working  men.  No  new  houses 
have  been  erected  during  the  year,  and  none  are  in  the  course 
of  erection. 

There  are  62  houses  in  the  distriot  that  are  defective, 
but  which  can  be  made  habitable. 


(2)  Overcrowding. 

It  does  exist,  but  not  to  any  great  extent. 

(3)  Fitness  of  Houses, 

The  general  standard  is  good;  the  ohiof  defect  is 
dampness,  chiefly  in  the  Vale,  and  mostly  due  to 
natural  surroundings,  A large  number  of  them  are  old  houses 
and  have  no  damp  course. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


F.  J.  H.  MARTIN 
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